DISTRICT COUNCIL
NORTH OXFORDSHIRE

Committee: Executive

Date: Monday 8 January 2024

Time: 6.30 pm

Venue Bodicote House, Bodicote, Banbury, Oxon OX15 4AA
Membership

Councillor Barry Wood Councillor Adam Nell (Vice-Chairman)
(Chairman)

Councillor Phil Chapman Councillor Sandy Dallimore

Councillor Donna Ford Councillor Nicholas Mawer

Councillor Andrew McHugh Councillor Eddie Reeves

Councillor Dan Sames Councillor Nigel Simpson

AGENDA

Apologies for Absence

Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare any interest and the nature of that interest that they
may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting.

Petitions and Requests to Address the Meeting

The Chairman to report on any requests to submit petitions or to address the
meeting.

Minutes (Pages5 -12)

To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on 4 December
2023.

Chairman's Announcements

To receive communications from the Chairman.
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Performance, Risk and Finance Monitoring Report November 2023 (Pages 13
- 62)

Report of Assistant Director of Finance and Assistant Director — Customer Focus
Purpose of report

To update Executive on how well the council is performing in delivering its priorities,
managing potential risks, and balancing its finances during November 2023.

Recommendations
The meeting is recommended:

1.1 To consider and note the contents of the Council’s Performance, Risk and
Financial report for the month of November 2023.

1.2  To approve the reserve requests in Appendix 5.

1.3 To approve the addition of £1.6m capital spend in relation to Grant
agreements that have been concluded with two registered providers of social
housing, Sanctury Housing and South Oxfordshire Housing Association
(SOHA) to bring homes forward under the central government resettlement
scheme Local Authority Housing Fund Round 2 allocation received by
Cherwell.

1.4  To delegate authority to Assistant Director Wellbeing and Housing to award
grants from the Local Authority Housing Fund Round 2 allocation, in
consultation with the Monitoring Officer and s151 Officer, to secure additional
social housing in the district with the intention that first let is to refugee
families.

Council Tax Support Fund Payment Policy 2023/2024 (Pages 63 - 70)

Report of Assistant Director of Finance and Section 151 Officer

Purpose of report

To consider and approve the Council Tax Support fund payments policy attached at
Appendix 1. The policy covers the mandatory payments made to Local Council Tax
Support (LCTS) customers of £25.00 or less and the additional discretionary
amount of £25.00 also paid to LCTS customers with the eligibility criteria mirroring
the Governments scheme.

A one off discretionary payment of £85.00 will also be made to those customers in
receipt of LCTS on 16 November 2023 this will be credited to the customers 2023 -
24 council tax account.

Recommendations

The meeting is recommended to:



9.
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1.2

Agree the proposed policy (Appendix 1) for distributing the Council Tax
Support fund received from Department for Levelling Up and the additional
funds to be paid from Oxfordshire County Council.

Note a one off discretionary payment of £85.00 will also be made to those
customers in receipt of LCTS on 16 November 2023.

Council Tax Base 2024-2025 (Pages 71 - 94)

Report of Assistant Director of Finance and S151 Officer

Purpose of report

To provide Council Tax Base for 2024-2025

Recommendations

The meeting is recommended to:
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1.2

1.3

1.4

approve the report of the Assistant Director of Finance for the calculation of
the Council’s Tax Base for 2024-2025.

agree that, in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council
Tax Base) (England) Regulations 2012, the amount calculated by Cherwell
District Council as its Council Tax Base for the year 2024-2025 shall be
59,027.2.

agree for the parishes which form part of its area shown in Appendix 1, the
amount calculated as the Council Tax Base for the year 2024-2025 in
respect of special items shall be as indicated in the column titled Tax Base
2024-2025.

agree for the Flood Defence Areas which form part of its area, the amount
calculated as the Council Tax Base for the year 2024-2025 for the purposes
of levies on Oxfordshire County Council by River Authorities, shall be:

Thames Flood Defence Area 56,667.7
Anglian (Great Ouse) Flood Defence Area 1,913.9
Severn Region Flood Defence Area 445.6
TOTAL 59,027.2

Urgent Business

The Chairman to advise whether they have agreed to any item of urgent business
being admitted to the agenda.



Information about this Agenda
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence should be notified to democracy@cherwell-dc.gov.uk or 01295
221534 prior to the start of the meeting.

Declarations of Interest

Members are asked to declare interests at item 2 on the agenda or if arriving after the start
of the meeting, at the start of the relevant agenda item.

Local Government and Finance Act 1992 — Budget Setting, Contracts &
Supplementary Estimates

Members are reminded that any member who is two months in arrears with Council Tax
must declare the fact and may speak but not vote on any decision which involves budget
setting, extending or agreeing contracts or incurring expenditure not provided for in the
agreed budget for a given year and could affect calculations on the level of Council Tax.

Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information)
(England) Regulations 2012

This agenda constitutes the 5 day notice required by Regulation 5 of the Local Authorities
(Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations
2012 in terms of the intention to consider an item of business in private.

Evacuation Procedure

When the continuous alarm sounds you must evacuate the building by the nearest
available fire exit. Members and visitors should proceed to the car park as directed by
Democratic Services staff and await further instructions.

Access to Meetings

If you have any special requirements (such as a large print version of these papers or
special access facilities) please contact the officer named below, giving as much notice as
possible before the meeting.

Mobile Phones
Please ensure that any device is switched to silent operation or switched off.
Webcasting and Broadcasting Notice

The meeting will be recorded by the council for live and/or subsequent broadcast on the
council’s website. The whole of the meeting will be recorded, except when confidential or
exempt items are being considered. The webcast will be retained on the website for 6
months.

If you make a representation to the meeting, you will be deemed by the council to have
consented to being recorded. By entering the Council Chamber, you are consenting to
being recorded and to the possible use of those images for and sound recordings for
webcasting and/or training purposes.
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The council is obliged, by law, to allow members of the public to take photographs, film,
audio-record, and report on proceedings. The council will only seek to prevent this should
it be undertaken in a disruptive or otherwise inappropriate manner.

Queries Regarding this Agenda

Please contact Natasha Clark, Democratic and Elections democracy@cherwell-dc.gov.uk,
01295 221534

Yvonne Rees
Chief Executive
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